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Financial aid slashed; tuition to rise 


Students will feel the 
effect of state budget 
cuts spring semester 


By BARBARA POLLETTA 
Editor 


Paying for education may 
become more of a challenge for stu- 
dents attending Massachusetts col- 
leges. 

A mid-year cut made by state 
lawmakers has slashed $10 million in 
financial aid that will directly affect 
many of the 9,000 students who 
attend NECC. 

College administrators said that a 
$3 per credit increase for spring 


semester would also be in place to 
offset cuts to the school’s budget. 
This combined with drastic cuts to 
financial aid funding, President 
David Hartleb said that he is con- 
cerned with the effect this will have 
on enrollment for spring semester. 

“We do not know the exact dollar 
amount of the cut for NECC, but 
across the state level it is about a 25 
percent’ cut off the scholarship line,” 
Hartleb said. “We are talking cuts of 
approximately $30,000 to $40,000 
directly to the scholarship aid to stu- 
dents.” 

Hartleb said that over the week- 
end of Dec. 1, the governor intro- 
duced a supplemental bill that may 
restore the financial aid funding to 
state colleges. Unfortunately, there is 
no expected time frame for a decision 


from the legislature. In the mean- 
time, college administrators are con- 
cerned that students will hesitate in 
enrolling for spring courses. 

“I would hate to see students 
assume this is final just yet and pull 
out of spring semester.” Hartleb said. 
“This does have the ability to reduce 
enrollment, and sadly, it will be 
affecting students who need support 
the most.” 

The typical community college 
student works at least part-time and 
may receive a few hundred dollars in 
aid each semester that is the deciding 
factor in whether they can afford to 
attend. Many have no support sys- 
tems in place to make up for the 
shortfall. 

“The hard fact is we don’t have 
much time. Bills and payment are not 


that far away,” Hartleb said. “If these 
cuts go through it will reduce awards 
in spring semester and possibly elim- 
inate summer scholarships altogeth- 
eras 

Hartleb said that without exact 
figures, it is hard to determine how 
drastically if will impact students. 
The college follows a formula that is 
used to determine how much aid a 
student is entitled to, depending on 
their finacial documentation. If these 
cuts go through, the college will be 
working with a much smaller awards 
figure to distribute for spring semes- 
ter. 

The NECC faculty association 
has been calling upon senators and 
state representatives voicing their 
concerns. 

Among the key issues is the plea 


to eliminate the cuts to student aid 
and grant-based GED-orientated pro- 
grams at state and community col- 
leges. 

Another key issue is to increase 
college budgets to reflect something 
closer to the 7 percent increase to the 
K-12 school system received this 
year. 

In reaction to the $500,000 in 
cuts to the college’s operating bud- 
get, Hartleb was granted authority by 
the board of trustees. to lay off non- 
unit professional employees. 

“In a college with 85 percent of 
our budget tied up in personnel, there 
is nO way we can cut without touch- 
ing staff,” Hartleb said. “Hopefully, 
normal attrition will provide for the 
cuts, but I asked for this authority in 
the event that we come up short.” 


State Senate candidates debate issues at campus event 


Five senate hopefuls 
square off, discuss 
education 


-By Tm SILVA 
Contributing Reporter 


MCAS testing, funding cuts, 
tution increase and a decrease in 
financial aid. These were just a few 
of the topics debated on campus Nov. 
28 among the five Democratic candi- 
dates running in a special election to 
fill the State Senate seat vacated by 
James P. Jajuga. 

The candidates, Steven A. 
Baddour of Methuen, Michael A. 
Costello of Newburyport, Graydon 
E. McCormick of North Andover, 
Haverhill Mayor James A. Rurak, 
and State Rep. Paul E. Tirone, (D- 
Amesbury) avoided personal attacks 
while answering all the questions to 
the best of their abilities. 

The special primary Dec. 11 will 
have a direct effect on current and 
future NECC students. 

“We need to make sure the doors 
of NECC are always open to students 
who want to further their education,” 
Baddour said when asked about 
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The five Democratic candidates for State Senate take a break in the debate. More than 200 people attend- 
ed the event held in the Behrakis Student Center on Noy. 28. 


MCAS testing depriving students of 
a higher education. 

Rurak, in defense of the MCAS, 
said, “Prior to the MCAS students 
didn’t have the confidence to pursue 
a higher education.” 

When questioned on cuts in 


funding NECC McCormick said, “I 
will do everything I can to assist 
NECC.” Costello added, “The cuts 
that have occurred are disgraceful.” 

Rurak pushed for involvement 
saying, “People need to be part of the 
process.” 


On the possible increase in 
tuition and decrease in financial aid 
Baddour said, “I promise, as a prod- 
uct of the public education system, to 
invest dollars in public education.” 

Tirone added, “I believe the way 
we can help students is through tax 


cuts.” 

Costello said, “You will have no 
stronger advocate than me on the 
public education system.” 

After further debating such 
issues as public housing and the 
preservation of the Merrimack River 
the candidates made their final state- 
ments. 

Tirone forced economic issues 
while Rurak kept it simple saying, “I 
ask that you vote so I can be your 
state senator.” 

Costello, a former NECC stu- 
dent, asked that voters consider his 
public service as well as his two and 
a half years in the senate. 

Baddour wrapped up by saying, 
“I’m fighting to bring people togeth- 
enn 

The debate, which was spon- 
sored by The Eagle-Tribune, WCCM 
800 AM, the NECC Observer and the 
college’s Contemporary Affairs Club 
was attended by over 200 people. 

The panel asking the candidates 
questions was made up of NECC 
Observer reporter Gayle Simone, 
Dana Esmel from WCCM news, and 
Alan White from The Eagle-Tribune. 
Bruce Arnold from WCCM served as 
the moderator. 


More debate photos, page 16 
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Outraged by 
state budget cuts 


State lawmakers will 
make mid-year budget cuts 
totaling $10 million to be 
taken from financial aid 
granted to students at state 
colleges. 

This could affect the edu- 
cation of as many as 30,000 
students who attend these 
state run schools and depend 
on this assistance in order to 
do so. Students at NECC 
should be called into action by 
this news, considering that a 
large percentage of students 
who attend the college receive 
some sort of state aid. 

Many who attend NECC 
do so as a stepping stone to a 
better future. These budget 
cuts are pulling that stone out 
from under the most needy of 
students. 

Community college is 
home to a diverse cross sec- 
tion of our society, with stu- 
dents ranging in age, ethnici- 
ty, and personal circum- 


stance. As a community col- 
lege we should band together 
to fight for the education we 
deserve but often can not 
afford to receive. 

In our society, a basic col- 
lege education is a necessity 
to the realization of a secure 
future. Access to higher edu- 
cation should not be limited 
by social class and to do so 
perpetuates the problems 
associated with the economic 
struggle of so many within 
this state. 

Calls to our state repre- 
sentatives should be made 
immediately to make our 
voices heard on this impor- 
tant issue. 

Students among _ the 
NECC community should be 
outraged enough to seek 
action. 

Whether or not this has 
personal repercussions, stu- 
dents need to fight for the 
fundamental principle that 
pulling back the helping 
hand to a college education 
will devastate the future of 
many deserving students. 


Corrections 


The Nov. 21 issue of the Observer incorrectly reported that the Board of 
Trustees at their last meeting gave President Hartleb the authority to cut fac- 
ulty jobs. In fact, Hartleb was granted power to “retrench non-unit profes- 
sional employees” of the college, which does not include faculty members. 


The Nov. 7 issue of the Observer incorrectly reported that NECC student 
Greg White had attended Amherst College. He in fact had attended The 


University of Massachusetts-Amherst. 
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How will a tuition 


increase affect your life? 


David Pellerin, /iberal arts 
“For myself it’s not a big issue, but I 
know many friends and students 
who it will directly affect.” 


Shane Savastano, journalism 

“Not only would I have to get a job, 
but would have to take night classes. 
Therefore it would take me more 
time to graduate.” 


Adam Symmonds, undecided 
“Tt would put a strain on my family’s 
economic situation.” 


Kory Wagner photos 


Andi Egmont 
“Without financial aid, | wouldn’t be 
able to go to college.” 


Melissa Graves, journalism 

“Tf 1 were on my own it would affect 
my schoolwork because I would 
have to work more.” 


Jennifer Stern 
“T wouldn’t be able to afford to go to 
school.” 
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Police officers unfairly single out young drivers 


When young men drive through 
their towns late at night, they can 
usually expect one thing: to get 
pulled over. Local law enforcement 
officials seem to stake out all major 
streets, frequently stopping younger 
drivers for unjustified reasons. 

Many people classify this type of 
treatment as age discrimination, and 
some even compare it to racial profil- 
ing, which involves minorities who 
are pulled over and questioned by the 
police without a just cause. 

The problem has _ exploded 
recently due Massachusetts’ adoption 
of the Junior Operator’s Law. The 
law dictates that drivers under age 18 
cannot drive between the hours of 
12:00 a.m. (midnight) and 5:00 a.m. 
unless accompanied by a parent or a 
legal guardian. However, does this 
validate the actions of police officers 


that pull over youths with no reason 
at all? 

Personally, | have had many 
encounters with this problem. I am 
20 years-old, and return home to 
Groveland late at night. Over a two- 
week period last summer, I was 
pulled over 5 times. Since then the 
number has more than doubled. 
Surprisingly enough, I never have 
been given a citation or warning of 
any kind. Every time the officer said 
he was just “checking-up” or ques- 
tion why I was driving so late. 

Is this really fair to me, a 20 year 
old who just wants to get home? 

Officer Jeff Gillen of the 
Groveland Police Department says 
that the Junior Operator’s Law is 
prompting the increase of youths 
who are being stopped after mid- 
night. He explained that police offi- 
cers should pull someone over only if 
they have “probable cause.” 

“You cannot stop someone even 


Many people classify this type of treat- 
ment as age discrimination, and some 
even compare it to racial profiling. 


if they are a young kid. Only if you 
have a valid reason.” If all of what 
officer Gillen mentioned is true, is 
my experience isolated? 

Local NECC students lead me to 
think otherwise. 

Adam Symmonds, 19, claims to 
have been a victim of this several 
times. “I have been pulled over four 
times,” explained Symmonds. “Each 
time the officer told me that I was not 


speeding, but that he was just check- 
ing things out.” 

Daniel Riley, 19, has also 
encountered this before. “I have 
been pulled over so many times.” He 
then stated, “I think they would treat 
me differently if 1 was a girl.” This 
idea shed a light on another impor- 
tant issue: Are the police officers 
more apt to harass young men than 
young women? 


Melissa Graves, a 19 year-old 
NECC student, has been pulled over 
only once or twice, as opposed to her 
male peers who are pulled over fre- 
quently. She then said, “I think it is 
a lot easier for girls to get by a cop 
than a guy.” 

The bottom line is the police 
should not stop someone based on 
their appearance and that includes 
age. 

If a young person is driving 
unsteady or breaking traffic laws, the 
police officer has the right to pull him 
or her over. But, 19 and 20 year-olds 
who are simply trying to get home 
after midnight should not be subject- 
ed to unnecessary questioning. 

I fully understand that the role of 
law enforcement is to protect the 
community. However by singling 
out young people, they are alienating 
them from their own community and 
making them victims of age discrim- 
ination. 


Student thankful for representing NECC at Senate debate 


GAYLE SIMONE 

When I was 
asked to be a 
part of the spe- 
cial election 
State Senate 
Debate here on 
campus Nov. 28, 
I felt honored 
and privileged 
to represent 
NECC. 

I was ner- 
vous that I would stutter or stumble 
through my questions, yet the major- 
ity of the college officials seemed 
more concerned with what I was 
going to wear. I thought that was 
ironic. They didn’t ask what type of 
questions I was planning to ask, yet 
they asked me questions like, “Have 
you thought about what you are 
going to wear?” 

Of course, I knew that I had to 
dress professionally, but I thought the 
questions I was bringing to the debate 
should weigh more on their minds. 

Since it seemed so important to 
college officials, I spent three hours 
at the local mall shopping for a new 
outfit. Needless to say, I walked 
away from the mall having spent 
over $200 on an outfit that consisted 


of a skirt, blouse and boots. 

Mid morning before the debate, 
David Rattigan, NECC public rela- 
tions officer, walked with me over to 
the Student Center, so I could see the 
set up of the stage. There were two 
long tables with chairs set up for the 
candidates and panel. | had not real- 
ized that we would be facing the 
audience. Now the nervousness real- 
ly set in. 

The night of the debate I was to 
meet the other panelists and modera- 
tor at 6 p.m. So sure that I would be 
late, I left my house at 5 p.m. and 
arrived on campus at 5:30. 

I walked up the stairs and took a 
deep breath before entering the room. 
Steve Lambert, the editor of the 
Lawrence-Eagle Tribune, was the 
only one in the room and he was 
holding the latest issue of the 
Observer. Oh God, here I go again, 
getting butterflies in my stomach. 
Taking a deep breath I slowly walked 
up to him and introduced myself. We 
chatted for a few minutes as every- 
one else started to arrive. 

Alan White and Nancy 
Rodriguez, both from the Tribune, 
were next to arrive. Alan was to be 
on the panel with me and Nancy was 
covering the debate for the Tribune. 
Both were very friendly and assured 
me that I would do great. 


More feedback on 
no smoking proposal 


To the Editor: 


I am responding to the Nov. 7 let- 
ter, “Student wants smoking limited, 
controlled on campus,” by Jeffrey 
Tibak. I, too, am interested in finding 
out if there is any chance that smok- 
ing on school property can be banned 
or designated to a spot. 

My personal preference would be 
to have it banned altogether. If this is 
at all possible then I am definitely for 
it! | agree with all of Jeffrey’s points 
against smoking. What most con- 
cerns me is the fact that it can be life- 
threatening. 

Like Jeffrey, I also lost someone 
very close and dear to me. It was my 
mother, who was a heavy smoker. 


She was diagnosed with cancer at a | 


young age of 48. I watched her suffer 
and deteriorate for two years, and 
then pass away at the age of 51. 

This was a very humiliating and 
horrible disease that I feel no one 
deserves. To this day I still have 
haunting memories of the pains that 
she endured. So I also ask you why 
are we making it so easy for the peo- 
ple we love and care about ruin their 
lives? This is something that just does 
no make any sense to me. 

So I ask others to join in this sup- 
port against no smoking on campus. 
Thank you Jeffrey for writing the letter. 


Dorothy Nadeau, 
NECC student 


en ee sl rey 


When the debate ended I 
walked off the stage with 
more confidence than I 
have ever felt in my life. 


I started to get petrified when I 
realized mine was the last seat on the 
stage. The chair was so close to the 
edge of the stage, I knew if I moved 
too fast I would fall off. That became 
my joke to everyone I talked to. 
Joking was the only way I knew to 
calm myself down. 

Amy Callahan, Observer faculty 
adviser, arrived to give me moral 
support. I couldn’t have explained to 


her how thankful I was for all of the 
coaching and support she gave me. 
We went over my questions one last 
time and decided we came up with 
great questions that pertained specif- 


ically to NECC. 


By the time my parents arrived I 
was shaking like a leaf. They both 
hugged me and told me they were 
proud of me. 

Now it’s time for the debate. 
Dana Esmel, WCCM News, asked 
the first question. Then Alan asked 
his. Finally, it was my turn. I looked 
at my question one last time and 
started to speak. I stuttered as I first 
spoke, but I regained my composure. 
After I asked the question, I reached 
for my water in front of me and 
noticed I wasn’t shaking anymore. 

After that first question I seemed 
more at ease. I was able to speak and 


smile without forcing myself. I also 
looked around the room to people I 
recognized for moral support. 

When the debate ended I walked 
off the stage with more confidence 
than I have ever felt in my life. I only 
wished I could have felt that way 
before the debate. 

Faculty, Amy, David, my parents 
and even President David Hartleb 
congratulated me. I felt like I had a 
hanger in my mouth, I couldn’t stop 
smiling. Mark Andrews, vice presi- 
dent of administration, introduced 
himself. 

“You did great Gayle,” Andrews 
said. “The college is very proud of 
you.” 

That made the night worthwhile. 
I knew at that moment I did not mis- 
represent NECC. 


Improving the Lives of Children & Families 


Call (800) 734-5212 or 


(617) 879-2206 or visit 


tw Child Life 
*w Early Childhood Care and Education 
Elementary Education 

cw Human Development 

ex Social Work 


DEG! EE PROGRAMS 


«* Merit scholarships available up to $5,000 
nw §4.% of students receive financial aid 


cw Application deadline is April 15 for Fall, 2002 


cw Interviews and tours available weekdays, 


9 AM — 9:30 PM. 


our web site at www.wheelock.edu. 


WHEELOCK COLLEGE 


WHEELOCK 
COLLEGE 
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Friends can get you 


through anything 


Have you 
ever been in a 
funk? One that 
no matter what 
you do and who 
you talk to, it 
just won’t seem 
to go away? Ill 
bet you have 
been and bet 
you will again. 
You must know 
what I’m talking about because it is 
in the human condition that someone 
will never remain happy forever, as 
nice as that would be. People you 
know will die and you will have to go 
to the funeral. People you love will 
choose someone else, and you will 
break up. You'll loose something 
irreplaceable and grieve for it. 

I don’t know why people are sup- 
posed to be unhappy. It’s not a feel- 
ing that was programmed into us by 
nature for our survival. Take fear for 
instance. Fear is a feeling that was 
put into every living thing to ensure 
their survival in this world. Fear is 
what makes the antelope run from the 
lion. Without fear, it would stand 
there and graze until the last second 
when the cat ended its life. Fear is 
necessary for survival. But why do 
we need to feel unhappy? What pur- 
pose does it serve? 

Up until the day before I wrote 
this column, I was in a huge funk. 
I’m not going to 
tell you why; other 
than instead of a 
few minor issues | 
could deal with easily, I was virtually 
snowballed by one huge problem 
after the other. I woke up each morn- 
ing dreading what would happen that 
day and strained myself to think of 
solutions to the problems of yester- 
day. I was in really bad shape. I had 
no idea what to do, so I wallowed in 
my conundrums and only sank deep- 
er every minute. 

Thank God that I realized my sit- 
uation though. I all too often hear of 
people who live their entire life in 
depression. Sometimes it gets so bad 
that taking their own life seems like 
the only option that will make the 
hurting stop. These people need all 
the help they can get. I was 
depressed, but not to the point where 
these people end up. 

What I wondered was if I would 
have known if I was at that point. Do 
these people realize what they are 
doing? Who knows how far I would 


have gone down into that pit? Would 
I have ended up like the people who 
kill themselves? I’m determined to 
never again let myself find out. 

Ok, now cue Joe Cocker’s “With 
A Little Help From My Friends” in 
your head for this next paragraph. 
You know the theme from “The 
Wonder Years.” What got me out of 
my funk was the fact that I didn’t 
want to end up at that point. I could 
have never done it alone though. My 
friends are the ones who threw me 
the rope and pulled me out of that pit. 
I’m not saying that I would have 
done anything to harm myself or oth- 
ers, but the fact that other depressed 
people end up doing those horrible 
things; well there really is no other 
way to say it other than it scared the 
shit out of me. I was in control of 
myself. | would have never done any- 
thing bad, I’m sure of that. 

People that do get to that point 
must be helped so throw them a life- 
line if you know anybody who is 
depressed. I know from now on I will 
always ask a friend what is wrong if 
he seems different. | know that when 
he responds, “ Nothing” or “You 
know dude, just stuff,” that I will no 
longer except that answer and will 
continue to prod until I get to the root 
of the problem. If they think I’m not 
minding my own business, that’s 
tough. 

Friends are the most important 
thing in the world to me. My friends 
are more important to me than my 
family is. They are more important 
then money, fame, 
fortune or anything 
else I could be 
offered. My friends 
are my life. 

I’m out of the funk now. Most of 
the problems I had are gone and the 
ones that are still there P'Il deal with 
help from those people that love me. 
I’m living life to the fullest every day 
now. Maybe it’s a revelation or 
maybe | discovered myself, but I now 
know this: nothing is worth being 
unhappy about. Sure, I’Il be unhappy 
again, but the realization that some- 
one will always be there for me is all 
I need to get over the obstacle. 

The cliché that you should live 
every day to the fullest is true. Enjoy 
everything you do in life and don’t let 
anything get you down. There will 
always be people who care about you 
no matter what. 

Puppy, Shayna, Sara Beth, Paco, 
Matt, John, Brianna, Allen, and Jim 
Murphy. You guys reek of awesome- 
ness. 


Student art show 
celebrates new 
Visual Art Option 

Diane Edstrom's drawing and 
painting students will be exhibiting 
their work in the hallway on the 
third floor of Spurk Building from 
Dec. 9-15 during regular school 
hours. 

This exhibit celebrates the 
approval of the Visual Arts Option 
in the liberal arts major. 

An opening reception will be 
held on Sunday, Dec. 9 from 2-4 
p-m. Refreshments will be served. 
Everyone is encouraged to attend. 


Entertainment 
books now on sale 


The office of Student Activities 
and Orientation announces the 
arrival of the annual holiday 
Entertainment Book sale, which 
this year will help support the 
Firefighters Association and the 
September 11th Fund. 

The book provides discount 
coupons to local restaurants, sports 
attractions, and movie discounts, 
as well as coupons for dry clean- 
ing, car washes, and hotel dis- 
counts. The cost of the book is $20. 
Anyone interested may call 978- 
556-3731. 
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Just who is this Al Jazeera? 


I’m willing to bet that not many 
people have heard of Al Jazeera. 

No, it’s not a man of Arab decent. 
In fact, it’s not a man at all. 

However, it is a “friend” of that 
Arabic world. Al-Jazeera is a televi- 
sion station that the Middle East pays 
close attention to. 

Al-Jazeera, which means “the 
Peninsula,” had its broadcast debut in 
October of 1996. It may not be the 
biggest television network, but there 
are millions upon millions in the 
Muslim world that watch. If you pay a 
fee, you too can have it broadcast right 
into your very own living room. But, 
the real question is would you want to? 

Recently I had to read an article in 
my journalism class titled, “What the 
Muslim World Is Watching,” written 
by Fouad Ajami in The New York 
Times magazine. Ajami watched the 
Al-Jazeera network for an extended 
amount of time in October. And from 
what I have learned, I would have no 
interest in watching this station. 

From what I gather, it’s quite bru- 
tal. As Ajami put it, “On Al-Jazeera, 
the -Hollywoodization of news 
indulged with an abandon that would 
make the Fox News Channel blush. 
The channel’s promos are particularly 
shameless.” This station will show 
whatever they want, whenever they 
want. It’s not edited to our television 
standards. It is just brutal scene after 
brutal scene. 

Basically, Al-Jazeera bows to 
Osama bin laden and takes every 
chance it can get to bash America. 
Left and right there are images of 
what America has done to them. If 
you pay real close attention, you can 
also hear some lies. 

Ajami reported that in a videotape 
he viewed, there were Taliban soldiers 
in front of an American plane they 
claimed they had shot down. It was 
one of two, they said. To my knowl- 
edge, there weren’t any. CNN dis- 
missed these claims by saying that the 
first helicopter lost some of its landing 
gear because the pilot had flown too 
close to the ground. The second 
crashed due to a “mechanical mal- 
function,” not because the Taliban had 
shot it down. 

I also gather that Al-Jazeera does 
a lot of brainwashing. The goal is to 


convince their viewers that America, 
and the people who live there are 
Satan’s spawn. 

I suppose that we too are being 
brainwashed. We hardly ever get to 
see if the Arabs are doing us any good. 
Our own newscasters aren’t about to 
show us the good side of people who 
are supposed to be our enemies. 
However, they are not continuously 
showing us the bad side. Sometimes 
we hear from Muslims (in American 
anyway) that say they are sorry for 
what happened and show no support 


for these attacks or for bin Laden. We 
also know that not everyone in 
Afghanistan supports bin Laden or the 
way he thinks. 

Though we may be getting brain- 
washed ourselves, I think Americans 
are people with the ability to reason, 
well, most of us anyway. I decide 
what to think. 

But I’m not sure exactly what to 
think of Al-Jazeera. I feel anger, but it 
baffles me really. Bush is trying to 
fight this station, but as Ajami said, 
that is one war America cannot win. 


Bravo for paintings on 
campus in Lawrence 


To the Editor: 
Bravo, Bravo, Bravisimo! 


Congratulations to the staff and 
administration of Northern Essex 
Community College and in particu- 
larly to the vision of Kathy Rogers. 

Through Dean Rogers’ efforts 
the entire White Fund Collection has 
been photographically reproduced in 
full scale, framed and now hangs in 
its own gallery setting at the 
Lawrence Campus. With financing 
provided by the White Fund the 
Wolcott Art Collection has come one 
step further to its rightful home in 
Lawrence. 

The original painting remain on 
loan to the Museum of Fine Arts as 
requested in Rev. Wocott’s will “up 
until such time that a suitable muse- 
um can be build in Lawrence.” 
Exhibiting he full scale reproduc- 
tions in Lawrence will not only edu- 
cate our citizens about the works but 
will also encourage them to. view the 
originals as well as the multitude of 
otter masterpieces on display at the 
Museum of Fine Arts. 

Arts for Lawrence, a grass roots 


_ organization, for the last twelve 


years has demonstrated their support 
in fulfilling the wishes of Rev. 
Wolcott by sponsoring several trips 
and tours of the Museum focusing on 
the White Fund Collection as well as 


protesting the proposed sale of the 
works by the White Fund. The 
Supreme Court has put the contro- 
versy of the sale to rest and has 
decreed that the Rev. Wolcott’s will 
and wishes remain intact. 

In celebration of the decision and 
to commemorate Lawrence’s 150th 
anniversary Arts For Lawrence will 
be coordinating a month long exhibit 
of the entire collection in its own 
gallery space at the M.F.A in the fall 
of 2003. This will be the third such 
exhibit initiated by Arts For 
Lawrence in collaboration with 
George Shackelford, curator of 
European paintings at the M.F.A. 
featuring the White Fund paintings. 

The opening of Northern Essex 
Community College’s new gallery 
space will surely prove itself to be 
the highlight of this year’s White 
Fund Lecture series. Arts For 
Lawrence were pleased to be a part 
of: this celebration in retaining Mr. 
Shackelford as guest speaker for the 
event, 

The collaborative efforts of 
Northern Essex, The White Fund and 
Arts For Lawrence have proven to be 
a positive enforce in the cultural 
development of our city one which 
we will all continue to foster 


Respectfully, 
Jonas A. Stundza, 
President, Arts For Lawrence 
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One of America's Best Buys. 
One of the Real World's Great Colleges. 
One of the area’s top choices. 


Recognized as a in education by 
Barron's, Suffolk offers a choice of 80 outcome-oriented 
bachelor's degree programs. Small class size, personal- 
ized attention and professional internship opportunities 
produce graduates prepared to get a job in the real 
world, Suffolk — close to perfect and close to home. 
8 Ashburton St., Boston, 02108 1-800-6SUFFOL(K) 


www.suffolk.edu 


Suffolk 


UNIVERSITY 


Designing the 


Globe 


It pays to advertise 
in the 
NECC Observer 


Our last issue 
of the semester is Dec. 14. 


Ad deadline: 
Dec. 10 


Lucy Bartholomay 
Director of Design, Photography, 
and Newsroom Technology at 


The Boston Globe 


Call Advertising Manager Danny 
Goodwin at: 
(978) 556-3634 | 
or Email the Observer at: 


Will give a slide talk, Wednesday, 
observer@necc.mass.edu ar d 


December 5, 2001, at 7:30 pm, 
Lecture Hall A, Spurk Building, 


Haverhill Campus 


Northern Essex Community College, 


UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS 


College of 
Arts &Sciences 


Art & Design 
Biology 
Chemistry 


Communication/ 


Journalism 


Computer 
Science 
Economics 
Education 
Engineering 
English 
Environmental 
Studies 
Government 
History 
Humanities 
international 
Economics 
Mathematics 
Medical 


Sciences 


Paralegal 


Performing & 
Visual Arts 
Philosophy 
Physics 

Political 

Science 

Pre-Law 
Psychology 
Sociology 
‘Theater Arts 
Sawyer School 
of Management 
Accounting 


Business 
Administration 


Computer 
Information 
Systems 


Entrepreneurship 
Pinance 


International 
Business 


Management 


Marketing 


Graduate School Prep Programs and 
Combined Degrees Available 


“There was no such thing 
as visual journalists when 
I graduated from college 
and now all major news- 
papers are teeming with 
art directors, editorial and 
graphic designers. I have 
hired many of these people. 
To understand what I look 
for one needs to understand 
the world I inhabit.” 
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FBI to question 75 
Arab men in NJ 


PATERSON, N.J. (AP) The 
FBI hopes to question about 75 
Middle Eastern men in two Arab 
enclaves as part of its nationwide 
effort to interview 5,000 immi- 
grants for clues into the terrorist 
investigation, police said 
Saturday. 

The interviews are to be vol- 
untary. 

Nabil Abbassi, president of 
the Islamic Center of Passaic 
County, said FBI officials 
informed him of the plan. 

“They wanted to tell us the 
number wasn't as big as maybe 
we thought it might be, that out 
of 5,000, less than 100 would be 
from our area,” Abbassi said. 

Special Agent Sandra 
Carroll, an FBI spokeswoman, 
confirmed agents visited the 
mosque but would not say how 
many New Jerseyans are on the 
list to be questioned. 


Misidentified 
firefighter finally 
laid to rest 


NEW YORK (AP) A fallen 
firefighter, whose remains were 
disinterred after it was learned 
he had been misidentified, was 
buried Saturday by his family. 

“We got our son back and we 
can lay him to rest,” said 
Alexander Santora, whose son, 
Christopher Santora, died in the 
World Trade Center terrorist 
attacks. 

The City medical examiner 
confused Santora with his 
Engine Co. 54 colleague Jose 
Guadalupe, 37. 


New Hampshire 
ski areas suffer 
from warm temps 


GILFORD, N.H. (AP) Late 
snow allowed New Hampshire 
ski areas to extend last winter's 
season well into spring, but 
warm weather now is prompting 
many delays in getting back to 
work. 

Springlike temperatures are 
expected to last at least until the 
beginning of next week, and 
many areas have put off opening 
day. At least one that opened 
early have closed to wait for 
more cold temperatures and 
snow. 

In Gilford, the Gunstock Ski 
Area is the latest to announce a 
delayed opening. Initially, 
Gunstock planned to open next 
Thursday. Now the area says 
only that it will open as soon as 
it can. 
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Red Cross to hold readiness 
training program at NECC 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


In partnership with the American 
Red Cross, NECC has announced 
that with the Merrimack Valley ARC, 
it will hold a Community and 
Corporate Readiness Training 
Program. 

The first modules will be offered 
in January on the Haverhill campus. 

The college has already received 
inquires into the program from 
potential participants. The program 
was developed through Northern 
Essex’s Center for Business and 
Industry following the terrorist 
attacks on Sept. 11. At the most 


recent Merrimack Valley Chamber of 


Commerce’s Police Chiefs Forum 
chiefs from Haverhill and Methuen 


cited the program and its importance. 

“We’re overwhelmed by the 
response from the community,” said 
Robert Hatem, assistant to the presi- 
dent. : 

“In the new environment since 
the terrorist attacks, security and 
readiness has become an important 
consideration for everyone.” 

The program consists of three 
modules: 

1) Physical Faculty Security, 
covering internal and external readi- 
ness, personnel security, and fire 
preparation. 

2) American Red _ Cross 
Certification in Adult CPR, 
Automated External Defibrillator, 
and Emergency First Aid. 

3) Critical Incident Stress 
Management, covering how to recog- 
nize critical incident stress, how it 


impacts your employees, and how to 


respond. 

The first and third modules will 
be held by NECC, while the Red 
Cross will run all certification pro- 
grams. Participants who successfully 
complete the requirements will 
receive an American Red Cross certi- 
fication certificate for CPR AED, and 
Emergency First Aid. NECC will 


award certificates for the completion 


of the other modules of the program. 
A discount will be offered to any 


person signing up for all three pro- 
grams. In addition to the public offer- 


ings, the Facility Physical Security 
and Critical Incident 


to private companies at their site. 


Hazards to watch out for in toy aisle 


With the holiday season 
approaching, shoppers should take 
caution of the hidden hazards when 
purchasing toys. In 2000 alone, an 
estimated 191,000 people went to the 
emergency room for toy-related 
injuries. 

Hazards posed by toys can still 
be found on store shelves across the 
country despite passage of the 1994 
Child Safety Protection Act, accord- 
ing o a nationwide survey released 
today by the Massachusetts Public 
Interest 

Research Group (MASSPIRG). 
Maureen Traughber, MASSPIRG, 
stated,”’Children needlessly choke to 
death on toys, and toys that pose haz- 
ards to children can still be found on 
store shelves. 


Choking on small toy parts, bal- 
loons and small balls continues to be 
the leading cause of toy-related 
deaths. In 2000, 17 children died 
playing with toys, 6 of those from 
choking. Fifty-seven children have 
choked to death on parts of balloons 
since 1990. 

The PIRG group also warns con- 
sumers of toys containing toxic 
chemicals known as phthalates they 
are added to polyvinyl chloride 
(PVC) plastic toys as a softener. 

The chemicals are linked to liver 
and kidney damage, are probable 
human carcinogens, and have 
already been banned by several 
European countries in toys for chil- 
dren under three. 

PIRG has also identified a num- 


ber of toys that pose hearing loss 
dangers to children. According to a 
1998 study published in the Journal 
of the American Medical 
Association, almost 15 percent of 
kid’s ages 6 to 17 show signs of hear- 
ing loss. 

No federal regulations regulate 
the noise level of toys, but toys with 
sound of 85 decibels or over can sig- 
nificantly affect a child’s hearing. 
Traughber adds, “Shoppers should 
examine all toys carefully for hidden 
dangers before they make a purchase 
and should thing about how a child 
actually plays with toys” 

For more information visit 
www.toysafety.net before purchas- 
ing toys this year. 


English department promotes courses, 
encourages students to register soon 


The Department of English and 
Foreign Languages announces a 
wide variety of electives available 
for the Spring 2002 semester. 
Offerings include upper level writing 
as well as literature courses. 

Writing options include: 

* ENG103-ONL _ Technical 
Writing (online course) 

* ENGI11-HW Creative Writing 

* ENGI16-1 Creative Writing- 
Poetry 

Literature offerings include sur- 
vey courses in American, British and 
Western literature as well as more 
specialized courses on Shakespeare, 


children’s literature, women in 
mythology and the short story. They 
include: 

¢ LIT201 American Lit I 

¢ LIT 202 American Lit II 

¢ LIT212 Brit Lit II 

¢ LIT222 Western Lit 

¢ LIT213 Shakespeare 

¢ LIT252 Women in Mythic Lit 

¢ LIT263 Short Story 

¢ LIT267 Children’s Lit 

Students may also elect to take 
film courses. The English department 
is offering two next semester: 

¢ LIT232 Women in Film 

¢ LIT234 Art of Alfred Hitchcock 


For students interested in an 
introduction to the Humanities, the 
department is offering a team-taught 
course called “Who? Me?”- 
HUM101-11-which focuses on the 
theme of assigning blame and taking 
responsibility. 

Finally, students with a GPA of at 
least 3.5 (or with permission from the 
Honors Coordinator) can enroll in 
the Honors Colloquium, “Crime and 
Punishment in the U.S.: An 
Exploration of Perspectives,” 
HON100-1 Honors Colloquium. 

The English department encour- 
ages all students to register soon. 


Student activities sells entertainment books 


The office of Student Activities 
and Orientation announces the 
arrival of the annual holiday 
Entertainment Book sale, which this 
year will help support the 
Firefighters Association and the 
September 11th Fund. 


The book provides discount 
coupons to local restaurants, sports 
attractions, and movie discounts, as 
well as coupons for dry cleaning, car 
washes, and hotel discounts. The cost 
of the books, both Northern 
Massachusetts and the New 


Hampshire editions, is $20. Anyone 
interested in purchasing either edi- 
tion of the Entertainment Book 
should stop by the Student Activities 
& Orientation office on either cam- 
pus or call 978-556-3731. 


NH ski weekend offered by alumni office 


The NECC Alumni Association 
invites the college community to par- 
ticipate in the Ninth Annual Alumni 
Winter Weekend getaway at the 
White Mountain Hotel in North 
Conway, N.H. The event takes place 


Feb. 8 - 10 and costs $185 per per- 
son/double occupancy. The fee 
includes: two nights lodging, wel- 
coming reception, one dinner and 
two full breakfasts 

Other features of the weekend 


include: cross country skiing, out- 
door heated pool and Jacuzzi, high- 
tech fitness center and Finnish sauna. 

To reserve a spot, full payment is 
needed by Jan. 7. For information, 
\contact the Alumni Office. 


Stress 
Management modules will be offered 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Bush tells Arafat to 
fight terrorism with 
more than words 


WASHINGTON (AP) 
President Bush, expressing hor- 
ror and anger at suicide bomber 
attacks Saturday in Israel, issued 
a strong admonition to 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
to fight terrorism with actions — 
not just words. 

“Now more than ever, 
Chairman Arafat and _ the 
Palestinian Authority must 
demonstrate through their 
actions, and not merely their 
words, their commitment to fight 
terror,” Bush said. 

Secretary of State Colin 
Powell and a special U.S. in the 
Mideast quickly relayed the mes- 
sage directly to Arafat in similar- 
ly stark terms and Bush moved 
up a White House meeting with 
Israeli Prime Minister Ariel 
Sharon. 

Two bombers detonated nail- 
studded explosives in a down- 
town Jerusalem pedestrian mall 
crowded with young weekend 
revelers. The blasts killed the 
assailants and at least 10 
bystanders and wounded an esti- 
mated 150 people, authorities 
said. 


— 


As Alliance closes 
in, US troops may 
play a role 


AFGHANISTAN (AP) 
Various Afghan forces were 
slowly closing in on the Taliban 
stronghold of Kandahar and U.S. 
troops could “potentially” play a 
role, a U.S. Marine officer said 
at a desert base in Afghanistan 
Sunday. 

The forward base that 
Marines have set up since seiz- 
ing this sand airfield a week ago 
is within -triking distance of 
Kandahar, the last major city in 
Taliban hands. 


Japan celebrates 
birth of royal baby 


TOKYO (AP) A swarm of 
revelers lifted paper lanterns 
into a purplish dusk and bel- 
lowed a seismic “Banzai!” out- 
side the Imperial Palace on 
Sunday as the nation feted the 
birth of a baby girl to Crown 
Prince Naruhito and Crown 
Princess Masako. 

Rituals honoring Saturday's 
delivery of the royal baby— the 
imperial couple's first in eight 
years of marriage—started out 
as a family affair: Hours after 
birth, a court herald placed a 
sword and silk robes beside the 
infant's pillow. 

But on Sunday, it was the 
public's turn to take their party 
to the palace. 

About 25,000 people gath- 
ered at a pebbly square outside 
the compound and waved paper 
lanterns. 
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in savings! 
Visit AT&T Wireless today and buy a Nokia 3360 
or 8260 phone and activate AT&T Wireless service. 
Get up to 4165 in savings, including a "50 pift card 
touch with the ones you love and still have a little 
something left over. , 
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with Nokia Original Accessories! 
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Is this a Balsam or a White Spruce? 


Wanna buy a 
Christmas tree? 


Educate yourself 
about fir types, and 
approach the tree lot 
with confidence 


By AARON NOONAN 
Contributing Reporter 


It’s that time of year again. 
Time to go out and get a Christmas 
tree. This means, of course that we 
have to put up with surly tree 
salesman, and the rough sales tech- 
nique. He will give you a run 
around, and make you feel like a 
fool when it comes to trees. We 
shouldn’t have to put up with that. 
It is the holiday season. We should 
feel good about ourselves. I guess 
the only way to prevent this small 
but annoying problem is to be edu- 
cated, so I went to the National 
Christmas Tree Association to 
learn more. 

The first thing that we have to 
know are the types of Christmas 
trees. 

We have the Arizona Cypress, 
the Balsam Fir, the Colorado Blue 
Spruce, the Canaan Fir, the 
Concolor Fir, the Douglas-Fir, the 
Eastern Red Cedar, the Eastern 
White Pine, the Fraser Fir, the 
Grand Fir, the Leyland Cypress, 
the Noble Fit, the Norway Spruce, 
the Scotch Pine, the Virginia Pine 
and the White Spruce. Phew, what 
a mouthful. 

Don’t run away yet. We don’t 
have to worry about all these. 
Around here we most likely will 
not see most of those trees. The 
main trees sold in this area are the 
Balsam Fir, the Colorado Blue 
Spruce, and the White Spruce. 

The Balsam Fir is a medium 
sized tree and has a dark green 
color to it. The tree’s branches are 
generally spread out. The best way 
to tell trees apart, though, is by the 
needles. The Balsam’s needles are 
flat and blunt at the end. They are 


dark on the top and lighter on the 
bottom. The Balsam has a pleasing 
scent to it which is always a plus. 
In passing you can walk by tree in 
the lot and just pull a needle off 
(I’m sure the lot manager wont 
charge you for it) and just examine 
it quick. Just remember, flat and 
blunt end means Balsam. 

The Colorado Blue Spruce is a 
fuller tree than the Balsam. The 
blue spruce is a dull bluish-gray 
almost silvery blue color. The 
branches are much closer than on 
the Balsam giving the blue spruce 
its full look. 

This tree’s needles are four 
sided and have sharp ends. The 
blue spruce has a tar like odor 
when the needles are crushed, so 
keep that in mind when purchas- 
ing. 

So now we have to remember, 
four sides and pointy means blue 
spruce, and flat and blunt means 
Balsam. 

The White Spruce’s branches 
spread out, making the tree rather 
wide. It’s all a matter of prefer- 
ence. Some like a nice warm wide 
tree and some like a more narrow 
convenient tree. 

Despite the name, the White 
Spruce is actually green to bluish- 
green. The needles are close 
together and are 1/2 to 3/4 inches 
long with a blunt tip. Watch out 
for this tree though, it has an 
unusual smell that is not too pleas- 
ant. It is sometimes called the 
“skunk spruce.” 

All right, her we go, 1/2 inch 
with blunt tip means white spruce, 
four sides and pointy end means 
blue spruce, and flat and blunt end 
means Balsam. ~ 

Now that we are educated indi- 
viduals we can walk onto that tree 
lot tall and proud, pointing left and 
right, yelling, “That’s a Balsam, 
that’s a Blue Spruce, that’s a White 
Spruce.” 

You may get a few strange 
looks, but at least there will be no 
one trying to push you into buying 
a “lemon” tree. 


Removing the feature 
that felt unbecoming 
puts student at ease 


By NORMA VITALE 
Contributing Reporter 


The question I am asked a lot is 
not why I wear black, it’s why I shave 
my eyebrows. 

I am often asked if it’s part of my 
fashion or a Goth thing. Sometimes | 
get cruel jokers who ask if I’m trying 
to be like Marilyn Mason or if I’m in 
a cult. I’ve never done anything to fit 
in or in the name of fashion. I shave 
my eyebrows because I simply don’t 
like them. 

| have been shaving my eyebrows 
since | was 14 years old. Like many 
people, I have been cursed with big, 
thick, hairy eyebrows. I had bad acne 
years ago and thick eyebrows made it 
worse. Plucking them was a disaster 
and extremely painful. I also felt ugly, 
because of the way they looked. 

When it comes to make-up, I can 
be creative and artistic. Especially 
when it comes to my eyes. I’m con- 
stantly experimenting with eyeliner 
and trying out new designs. 

As always, my eyebrows were 
getting in the way and didn’t look 
right with my decorative eyes. I per- 
sonally felt my face seemed too clut- 
tered. I’ve been told several times by 
people that I had a nice face, but my 
eyebrows took a lot from it. 

One morning I just stood in front 
of the mirror and stared at my eye- 
brows. They looked useless and unbe- 
coming. I decided that they have to 
go, so I grabbed the razor and started 
shaving. Afterward I felt great, and I 
saw the negativity that taunted me 
was now going down the drain. 

My family wasn’t too keen on the 
idea of me shaving them off. My 
friends seemed a little shocked also. 
Now they’re used to me not having 
them, and they’ve mentioned I look 
better without eyebrows. Soon after I 
shaved them off, my acne went away. 
And my eyeliner and designs looked 
much better without all that clutter. 

I do have to shave my eyebrows 
every other day because they get stub- 
bly, but I think it’s worth it. 

Another question I’m asked is, do 


Photo self-portrait by Norma Vitale 


The Uncluttered Face: After shaving her eyebrows, student Norma 
Vitale watched her negativity go down the drain. 


I cut myself while shaving them. The 
answer is, yes, I’m constantly nicking 
myself, but I cover up the cuts with 
make-up. 

It’s funny at times when I’m talk- 
ing to someone new. They tend to stop 
mid-sentence, look at me strangely, 
and say, “Hey, you have no eye- 
brows,” or “You shave your eye- 
brows?” 

It can be a nuisance, especially if 
they’re someone who asks a bunch of 
stupid questions about why I do it. 
Some people ask, “Don’t you get any- 


thing in your eyes,” which is no. Even 
though eyebrows help keep dust and 
other stuff out, I can still see perfectly. 
It’s also bothersome when I’m on 
public transportation and some rude 
person can’t stop looking at my face. 

Despite the strange looks and 
annoying questions, I like the way I 
look. My eyebrows seemed to hide 
my face, but now without them I feel 
I’m no longer in hiding. I don’t feel 
ugly anymore like I used to. 

No eyebrows, no problem. 


Inexpensive gift ideas: How to make 
a birdfeeder with a pipe and teacup 


By Luisa MEJIA 


Features Editor 


Every year around this time I get 
really enthused about Christmas and 
most specially about shopping. I am 
a compulsive shopper. I love to buy 
things and I cannot resist a sale. 
However, like most college students 
I don’t have a lot of money to spend. 

So I came up with some shop- 
ping ideas that might help me save a 
couple of bucks, and that I will share 
in an effort to help others that are 
looking to save money as well. 

First, I have told my family that 
we should all buy just one gift, set up 
a price range and then put a list 
together and finally on Christmas 
day swap gifts. 

Each person can buy a gift that 
can be for a male or a female, this 
way everybody gets a gift and 
nobody has to spend lots of money. 
This at the very least solves the prob- 
lem of the extended family and 
friends. 


I also came up with ideas on 
great gifts that can be very inexpen- 
sive. You can start by saving money 
on gift wrap and Christmas cards by 
making them yourself. 

You can wrap gifts with 
newsprint. It is a light weight paper 
that can be ideal for wrapping and 
that is considerably inexpensive, and 
if you buy some markers and add 
some creativity it can be a very 
unique gift wrap. 

The cards you can make on your 
computer, or you can make them 
yourself with markers and colored 
pens. Sometimes a gift like this can 
mean a lot more to somebody, 
because it adds a personal touch. 

You can also bake cookies and 
make nice boxes for them from old 
shoe-boxes. If you have access to 
the Internet you might find really 
good recipes for sweets and deli- 
cious pastries to make and sweeten 
up somebody’s Christmas. 

Also I have found that thrift 
shops have very nice old furniture 
that can be beautiful if you take the 


time to polish or re-varnish it if nec- 
essary. 

Books are always a great gift and 
thrift shops often have good titles at 
moderate prices. 

Personally, I think that in stores 
you can find things that are fairly 
easy to make. For instance, | saw a 
nice bird feeder that consisted of a 
copper pipe that has attached at the 
top a little plate and a tea cup. 
Attached to the little plate is a silver 
spoon and inside the tea cup you 
place the bird seeds. The copper pipe 
gets stuck in the ground and the little 
tea cup seems to float through the 
flowers. 

This is but one of the many 
things that I have seen overpriced at 
stores. If you decide to use this idea 
you might want to include a little 
drawing and instructions on the pur- 
pose of your gift. 

These are all but little practical 
ideas that might help you save some 
money and give the ones you love 
something special. 


» 
13 


' 


. 


Page 9 NECC Observer 


Dec. 5, 2001 


Features 


The Dance Club 
offers evening of 
inspired movement 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Contributing Reporter 


ith black cloaks covering 
their faces and bodies, The 
Dance Club opened its fall 


Student Dance Performance, Nov. 
30, with “America: An 
Appreciation.” 

As the music shifted from bone- 
crushing power to a more sedated 
dramatic peice, the dancers removed 
their cloaks to reveal red, white and 
blue sweatshirts. Holding candles, 
the dancers slowly came together 
forming a circle to end their perfor- 
mance. 

Over 100 people attended the 
concert, held at the Haverhill cam- 


 pus’s Sport & Fitness Center, featur- 


ing 23 performances choreographed 
by the dancers. 

Dancer Aimara Torres dedicated 
her performance to her brother, Luis 
Angel Torres, who passed away on 
Aug. 2, 2001. With strong, sharp 
movements, Torres danced a duet 
with Mercedes Cumberbatch, placing 
scarves and flowers on Luis’s pic- 
ture. 

Sticking with the dramatic 
theme, Adrienne Leriche danced to 
Janet Jackson, with passion and ener- 
gy. Leriche’s dark make-up, messy 
hair, and black wardrobe matched the 
theme of her piece, “The Violated.” 

Although the show seemed to 
have a dramatic theme, “No Strings 
Attached” featured Natalie Vargas 
and Jessica Margolis working the 
crowd with a hip-hop style of dance 


od 


Gayle Simone photo 


The Urban Jewlz dancers were among those to perform Noy. 30 at the Student Dance Performance in the Sports & Fitness Center. 


to Missy Elliot music. 

“Urban Jewlz,” features NECC 
student Edara Johnson and eight 
other dancers from Methuen High, 
Lawrence High, and Whittier. Their 
routine featured a hip-hop dance mix 
that electrified the audience. They 
looked like they belonged in a Janet 
Jackson video. Johnson and Claudia 
De La Cruz have been dancing 
together for a year. The other mem- 


bers of the group, Annelise Vasquez, 
Anthony Braswell, Marcos Aguirre, 
Katherine Nunez, Pauline Torres, and 
Frances Montes, joined six months 
ago. 

“Dancing is forever,” Aguirre 
said. “It’s in our hearts.” 

Urban Jewlz will be featured in 
the outdoor Christmas Festival in 
Lawrence, Dec. 6, 20, and 27. 

Pop by N*Sync accompanied the 


finale of the show. The piece showed 
lots of energy and fast-paced choreo- 
graphed moves. 

The show was directed by Elaine 
Mawhinney, who also performed 
alongside students in a classical 
dance piece, “Shifting Sands.” 

“IT feel it came out good,” 
Johnson said. “I felt the energy 
among my peers.” 

Other Dance Club members who 


performed include: Lindsey 
Bombard, Tricia Ferguson, Jillian 
Stanton, Kristen Dantone, Cheryl 
Fortier, Mia-Ann_ Liani, Jessica 
Lachance, Carolyn Dunn, Michelle 
Jackson, Jaime Pelletier, Liann 
Marie, Karrie Stang, Mike LaMalfa, 
Erika Romeo, Helmi Churcher, Kelly 
Atwood, Jessica Barry, Michelle 
Michitson, Kendra Donahue, Krystal 
Selema and Mindy Greenbaum. 


Embrio steals the spotlight at The Sad Cafe for a good cause 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


Several bands recently played at 
the Sad Café in Plaistow, N.H. to 
raise money for a new drum set for 
the NECC Music Club. 

The best of these bands was 
called Embrio. The band’s lead 
singer is Kate Richards, an NECC 
student and member of the NECC 
Music Club. The band has only been 
together for six months and this was 
their first show in front of a live 
audience. Richards is the lead singer 
of the band. Dave Tremblay, gui- 
tarist; Jonathan Kay, bassist; and 
Jamie Traversy, drummer, make up 
the rest of this awesome new band. 

“The band is made up of a col- 
lege freshman and three high school 
students,” said Richards. 

“We can’t wait to perform again. 


We love being up in front of people 
and playing.” 

The band members are all excel- 
lent at what they do. 

As a person who is a complete 
redneck and loves country music, I 
found myself entranced as I sat with 
several of my friends listening to the 
band perform. Before Embrio, the 
only rock I listened to was Sublime, 
The Allman Brothers, and Pink 
Floyd. 

I can now honestly say that 


Embrio will find its way to my CD 


rack very quickly because they are 
going to be the next big thing. 

To me, the music was a new 
form I haven’t heard before. The 
best way I could describe it was a 
mix of rock, pop, and industrial 
music with a touch of Pink Floyd. 


| Soa oa begin ae 


“We can’t wait to perform again. 
We love being up in front of an audience 


and playing.” 


—Kate Richards, 
lead singer, Embrio 


The reason that they are going to be 
huge is that the kind of music they 
play is something I’m sure very few 
people have heard before. It is a 
kind of music people are going to 
like a lot because of its differences 
from so many rock groups and metal 
bands that are out there now. 

“Embrio is quality. Kate has a 
great, solid vocal range and the 
band is wicked tight,” said Brianna 
Dagle, NECC student and vice pres- 
ident of the Music Club. 

I completely agree with Brianna 
on this one. I can’t wait for the day 
when Richards and her band make 
the impact that I’m sure they will on 
the music industry. Unfortunately, 
they may have to do it with a differ- 
ent name. 

“We'll have to change our name 
to No Hope Angel if we ever make it 
big because some German jazz 
fusion band has the name Embrio 
registered. No Hope Angel was 
going to be the title of our first CD.” 
said Richards. 

The future of music is in good 
shape. With several little known 
bands making an impact locally, like 
Sister Puppy and the aforemen- 
tioned Embrio, they will soon make 
it big. These bands will give us 
something new to enjoy when we 
are sick of the bands playing today. 

Embrio has hope and so do its 
fans. Hope that this awesome band 
will make it to the top and let the 


Aaron Foss photo 


“Embrio will keep its name for now, but if we make it big we'll 
have to change it,” said Kate Richards. Richards is the band’s 
lead singer and a member of the NECC Music Club. 


world enjoy its music. 

With the first performance of 
Embrio, the NECC Music Club 
made well enough money to by the 
new set of drums. 

The band Embrio may need to 


someday change its name, but if the 
music keeps its edge, then this band, 
no matter what their name, is going 
to go places that they never thought 
possible. 
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Jet Li in ‘The One’ will tide 
fans over until Matrix sequel 


By BYRON MCNEAL 
Contributing Reporter 


Martial arts film star Jet Li 
returns to the screen in time for the 
holidays in the fast-paced action 
flick “The One,” a James Wong and 
Glen Morgan film. 

In this film, Li is both the hero 
and the villain. In this antagonistic 
role, he is the super-powered, 
power hungry, murderous, dimen- 
sion-hopping megalomaniac, Yulaw. 

Yulaw was a former interdimen- 
sional policeman, who, after killing 
one of his counterparts in a parallel 
universe, received a surge of power 
that increased his strength, speed, 
agility, immune system and hrein 
activity. Of course, he |*’ 4 it so 
much, he decided tv uc it 121 more 
times, in hopes of attaining a God- 
like level of power. 

After narrowly escaping his 
exile to a penal dimension, with a 
little help from his girlfriend T.K. 
(Carla Gugino), he hops the first 
wormhole to our dimension, where 
Yulaw’s 123rd and final counterpart 
Gabriel Law (also played by Li) 
resides. 

Gabe also possesses the same 
powers as Yulaw, but since he is an 
L.A. county cop, he’s worked to 


Oe 


This film was exceptional, action-wise, 
with usage of the same bullet time angle 
shooting from ‘The Matrix.’ And Jet 
Li’s obvious mastery of Kung Fu doesn’t 


hurt either. 


keep it a secret from everyone but 
his wife. 

But when Yulaw and the cops 
assigned to apprehend him arrive, 
Gabe’s whole life changes. 

This film was exceptional 
action-wise, with usage of the same 
bullet time angle shooting from 
“The Matrix.” And Jet Li’s obvious 
mastery of Kung Fu doesn’t hurt 
either. 

But in spite of its glorious, gra- 
tuitous violence, the film’s luster 
lacks in acting. 

It might have something to do 
with Jet Li pulling a Keanu Reeves, 
failing to utter a memorable catch 


Bagel & 


Coffee 


with 


Vice President 


Mary Ellen Ashley 


Join us for an open 
discussion with the 
Vicerpresident. 

Feel free to bring any 


questions of concern! 


phrase. Li pulled a Keanu in the last 
scene in which he was fighting off a 
flurry of irate inmates. He says to 
the masses, “I am Yulaw... and | am 
nobody’s b****.” 

Although that part was good for 
a laugh, maybe Jet should stay away 
from prison films so as to avoid 
being disowned by his family for 
sounding like a cornball. 

I liked the film in spite of its 
shortcomings. If you’re a fan of 
“The Matrix,” then “The One” will 
definitely tide you over until the 
sequel comes out in theaters. 


So ee 


Thursday, 
Diec .76 
Noon-Ip.m. 
President’s 


Dining Room 


For more information, contact Student Activities and 
Orientation at 978-556-3731. 


Publishers Weekly list of 


bestselling books 


(AP) 

HARDCOVER FICTION 

1. “Skipping Christmas" by John Grisham (Doubleday) 

2. Violets Are Blue" by James Patterson (Little, Brown) 

3. ‘The Corrections" by Jonathan Franzen (Farrar, Straus & Giroux) 
4. Last Man Standing" by David Baldacci (Warner) 

5. ‘The Fiery Cross" by Diana Gabaldon (Delacorte) 

Gun Dhe Pillars of Creation" by Terry Goodkind (Tor) 

7. Desecration" by Tim LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins (Tyndale) 
8. Flesh and Blood" by Jonathan Kellerman (Random House) 
9. *’The Sigma Protocol" by Robert Ludlum (St. Martin's) 


10. **The Best-Loved Poems of Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis" ed. Caroline 
Kennedy (Hyperion) 


NONFICTION/GENERAL 

1. The No Spin Zone" by Bill O'Reilly (Broadway Books) 

2. The Final Days" by Barbara Olson (Regnery) 

3. Jack: Straight from the Gut" by Jack Welch with John A. Byrne (Warner) 


4. “One Nation: America Remembers September 11, 2001" by Life Magazine 
Editors (Little, Brown) 


5. John Adams" by David McCullough (Simon & Schuster) 
6. The Prayer of Jabez" by Bruce H. Wilkinson (Multnomah) 
7. The Universe in a Nutshell" by Stephen Hawking (Bantam) 
8. Who Moved My Cheese?" by Spencer Johnson (Putnam) 
9. ‘How I Play Golf" by Tiger Woods (Warner) 

10. *°The Lost Son" by Bernard B. Kerik (ReganBooks) 


MASS MARKET PAPERBACKS 

1. “The Fellowship of the Ring" by J.R.R. Tolkien (Del Rey) 

2. The Hobbit" by J.R. R. Tolkien (Del Rey) 

3. ‘Code to Zero" by Ken Follett (Signet) 

4. From the Corner of His Eye" by Dean Koontz (Bantam) 

5. “Roses Are Red" by James Patterson (Warner) 

6. °° The Constant Gardener" by John le Carre (Pocket) 

7. Protect and Defend" by Richard North Patterson (Ballantine) 
8. ‘Faith of the Fallen" by Terry Goodkind (Tor) 


9. **Tom Clancy's Net Force: CyberNation" by Tom Clancy, Steve Pieczenik 
and Steve Perry (Berkley) 


10. Journey" by Danielle Steel (Dell) 


TRADE PAPERBACKS 
1. “Band of Brothers" by Stephen E. Ambrose (Touchstone) 


2. ‘World Almanac and Book of Facts 2002" Edited by Ken Park (World 
Almanac Education) 


3. ‘The Lord of the Rings" by J.R.R. Tolkien (Houghton Mifflin) 
4. ‘Prodigal Summer" by Barbara Kingsolver (HarperTrade) 

5. The Red Tent" by Anita Diamant (Picador) 

6. Girl with a Pearl Earring" by Tracy Chavalier (Dutton/Plume) 
7. ’The Four Agreements" by Don Miguel Ruiz (Amber-Allen) 


8. ‘Taliban: Militant Islam, Oil and Fundamentalism in Central Asia” by 
Ahmed Rashid. (Yale University Press) 


9. Shopgirl" by Steve Martin (Hyperion/Theia) 
10. ‘The Blind Assassin" by Margaret Atwood (Anchor) 
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Students chosen to take part in theater festival 


Ms 
“Macbeth” actors 


get a chance to shine 
at the ACTF 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


NECC students Matt Carr and 
John Sefel were recently chosen to 
‘pompete in the American College 
| eater Festival due to their out- 
standing work in “Macbeth.” 
| “Tt feels fantastic to be going to 
ACTF again,” said Carr. 
| “This is my third nomination. 
‘The first and second were wonderful, 
but this one feels great. This is the 
play that I felt like I did best at.” 
| Roger L. Stevens started the 
‘American College Theater Festival in 
1969. It is a national program involv- 


mn 18,000 students from colleges 


nd universities all around the coun- 


try. It has grown to include more 
than 600 academic institutions 
nationwide, where theater depart- 
ments and student artists showcase 
their work and receive outside 
assessment by an ACTF respondent. 

Through state, regional, and 
national festivals, ACTF participants 
are able to celebrate in the creative 
process and share experiences and 
insights with other actors within the 
acting community. The ACTF honors 
excellence of overall production and 
offers actors individual recognition 
through awards and scholarships in 
playwriting, acting, criticism, direct- 
ing, and design, according to their 
Web site. 

ACTF representative Dan 
Patterson, who also helped the other 
actors by analyzing their perfor- 
mances after one of the shows, chose 
Carr and Sefel for their outstanding 
performances in Macbeth. Carr was 
nominated for his work as the title 
character Macbeth and Sefel for his 
work as the Porter. 


Aaron Foss photos 


Matt Carr, left, and John Sefel were nominated to the American 
College Theater Festival due to their outstanding performances. 


“IT was extremely proud of the 
work that was accomplished by all 
the people connected to Macbeth. 
Matt’s work as Macbeth and John’s 
work as the Porter was deservedly 
recognized. The choices for the nom- 


ee 


I made myself a promise when I was just a kid 
I’d mix Southern rock and country and that’s just what I did 
Put some drive in your country 
Keep country driving on 


- “Put Some Drive In Your Country” 


Travis Tritt 


Tritt’s ‘Greatest Hits’ a must have 


For country or folk 
fans, this album is 


perfect for you 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


“Travis Tritt Greatest Hits from 
the Beginning” is a must have for any 
lover of country music. 

This album is a collection of the 
Grammy winners top hits since he 
debuted in 1989 with his first album 
“Country Club.” Currently, Tritt has 

recorded seven albums. This album 
was released in 1995, after the 
release of his fourth album “Ten Feet 
Tall & Bulletproof.” 
Tritt has a very distinctive voice, 


} not the typically thought of Southern 


’ 


accent that many country singers 
have, but rather a rich, timber voice. 
Tritt wrote or co-wrote many of 
the songs on this album, proving that 
he is a multitalented person. One of 
the most unique things about Tritt is 
that all his songs begin with him 
playing an acoustic guitar. There are 
not a lot of guitar solos or riffs to lis- 
ten to on this album and the band 
keeps it simple, which is a change 
from the fast pace of other kinds of 


- music. In fact, many would even 
_ classify some of the songs as folk or 


pop because Tritt can play in such a 
variety of ways. Several of the songs 
seem less country and more Southern 


_ Rock. In fact, Tritt mentions several 


J 


influential performers that inspire 
him in his songs, including Duane 
Allman and Waylon Jennings. 

The CD is a great mix of both 
fast-paced, beer thirsty party songs 
like “Ten Feet Tall & Bulletproof’, 
“T-R-O-U-B-L-E”, and “Country 
Club, as well as romantic ballads like 


“Can I Trust You With My Heart, 
“Drift Off to Dream”, and “Help Me 
Hold On.” 

Tritt did something very innova- 
tive with two of the songs off the 
album. “Anymore” was a song he 
wrote about his first real love and is 
generally a romance song. On this 
album he released a sequel to the 
song entitled “Tell Me I was 
Dreaming.” This song speaks of what 
it’s like to lose a loved one, when the 
woman in the song is killed in an 
accident. 

Along with these songs come a 
spirited rendition of what it’s like to 
grow up against adversity in “I’m 
Gonna Be Somebody” and “Foolish 
Pride” which reminds us not to worry 


Courtesy of Warner Bros. 


about the small things in a relation- 
ship when true love can be so power- 
ful. The album also has two new 
releases on it, “Sometimes She 
Forgets” and a remake of Buck 
Ram’s “Only You.” 

This album is a great collection 
of songs from a great performer. If 
you are into country, folk, or blue- 
grass, you must buy this album today. 
If you are a fan of Southern Rock like 
the Allman Brothers or Lynyrd 
Skynyrd, give this album a listen. 
Even if you don’t like music, this 
album will get you addictedtoo the 
fine sounds of a great, mulleted 
music artist. 


inees were not easily made. Dan 
Patterson commented there were sev- 
eral noteworthy performances, but 
Matt and John in particular deserved 
recognition for their performances,” 
said Macbeth director, Jim Murphy. 


On its Web site, the ACTF says 
its goals are to encourage and recog- 
nize and celebrate the finest and most 
diverse work produced in university 
and college theater programs and to 
encourage colleges and universities 
to give distinguished productions of 
new plays, especially those written 
by students; the classics, revitalized 
or newly conceived; and experimen- 
tal work. 

In addition to Carr and Sefel 
being nominated, the ACTF also 
chose students Mike Shine and 
Charlotte Gulezian as alternates for 
their roles as Macduff and Lady 
Macduff respectively. 

“I was really surprised. | went 
last year and it was the coolest thing 
ever,” Gulezian said. “I think that the 
decisions that were made were good. 
Everyone I thought would get nomi- 
nated ended up getting it.” 

“Congratulations are due to all 
who participated in the production,” 
Murphy said. 


David Lynch fans 
must see this film 


By ADAM CARTER 
Opinion Editor 


A movie director constrained in 
his latest work by a mysterious 
agency; an amnesiac; an aspiring 
actress, and a strange cowboy; and 
also, a mysterious blue box. How 
could all of these have anything to do 
with one another? Perhaps the one 
and only auteur David Lynch could 
put it all together. 

Most of the actors featured in 
this movie I’ve never seen or heard 
of before, but they turned out to be a 
strong cast. The stunning Laura 
Harring plays a woman suffering 
amnesia as a result of a near-fatal car 
wreck on Mulholland Drive in Holly 
Wood, who meets aspiring actress 
Betty Elms (Naomi Watts). Together 
they embark on a quest to discover 
who she is. Their discoveries prove 
ominous. 

Parallel to this is the story of 
movie director Adam Kesher (Justin 
Theroux), who is forced to cast an 
actress he doesn’t want for his film 
by agents of a powerful man whose 
motives are unclear. Kesher’s life 
begins turning upside down with his 
initial refusal. 

The two plots unite in a (as to be 
expected of Lynch) most unusual 
way. 


Have you seen earlier Lynch 
films? His style is, as always, obvi- 
ous throughout the movie. He makes 
good use of dim lighting and shad- 
ows to accentuate suspense and ter- 
ror. I’m beginning to wonder if 
Lynch, after the final cut of a film, 
rubs his hands together, smiles 
wickedly, and says, “They'll never 
get this one!” The plot evolves 
through various twists and turns, 
mounting confusion. Just when you 
think you may have it figured out, 
the characters swap roles with the 
unlocking of a strange blue box. This 
trick is nothing new with Lynch; Bill 
Pullman suddenly turned into 
Balthazar Getty while in prison in 
the movie Lost Highway. 

If you are a David Lynch fan, 
this movie is a mandatory see. We’ve 
got character inversion, surreal 
atmosphere, sudden and brutal acts 
of violence, unflinching erotica, and 
of course the strange powers manip- 
ulating lives, mostly unseen in the 
background of the action. 

As all of these elements layer on 
top of each other, a sense of some- 
thing bordering on the supernatural 
will grow in the viewers. This feeling 
will stay with many of the audience 
for as long as perhaps hours after 
leaving the theater. This gem is 
worth far more than the price for the 
movie ticket. 


In Mulholland Drive, a woman seeks to rediscover her identity. 
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by Mark Parisi 


ALANS FEATURE SYRD. OH MAAK PARISI 
www.offihemark com 


off the mark off the mark by Mark Parisi 


THAT'S itl THIS IS HE ABSOLUTE. 
LAST TIME WE INVITE OVER THE 
@EER NUTS... Seine , 


ET” Col YOU CALL. BACK LATER? 
| “L'M INSTALLING ANEW ORWER 
IN MY CoNPUTER.- 


www. ofthemark.com 


By Miss Anna 


Aries: (March 21-April 20) 
Your spirit of independence 
and adventure is strong during the 
week, and you may likely seek 
answers and opportunities far from 
home. Hasty decisions to ques- 
tions concerning the job or every- 
day routine need to be avoided. 
Steer cleer of troublemakers. 
Taurus: (April 21 - May 21) 
Your mate or business partner 
will be very helpful in matters 
relating to financial dealings. 
Don’t be to sure of what seems 
like a safe bet, avoid taking any 
foolish risks. There are a few 
Opportunities in various areas 
which will expand your horizons. 


MarkParisi@acl.com 
AVLANTIC FEATURE SYD. G20RO MARK FARIS! 


Libra: (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23) 

This week is no time to let 
your emotions overruie your mind, 
try hard to follow your intuitions. 
Between ups and downs in home 
life, romance, creative pursuits 
and finances, you will feel like 
you are on a seesaw gone wild. 
Somehow, everything will turn out 
fine. 

Scorpio: (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22) 

Your intuition is in high gear 


_ now, so it pays to listen to your 


inner voice regarding a financial 
deal. In other matters, particularly 
your homelife, it will probably be 
necessary to compromise. Zero in 
on routine chores and you will 
accomplish quite a bit. 
Sagittarius: (Nov. 23 - Dec. 


accom 


By Davip LEVINSON WILK 


Across 
[emanater 

5. Home to six billion 
10. Scarlett's home 
14. Cartful 

15. What an annoy- 
ing camper does 

16. Neurotransmitter 
site 

17. Enjoy a 1600 
Shakespeare play 
20. Useful 

21. "A Fish Called 
Wanda" actor Kevin 
22. Fails to carry out 


Gemini: (May 22 - June 21) 21) a promise 
An agreement with a compan- Forge ahead and climb up that 25. Much of eastern 
ion can unleash a new potential for career ladder, you have more sup- Mexico 


mutual expression, whether in a 
creative vein, personal alliance or 
moneymaking scheme. You have 
the tendency to take much for 
granted and magnify situations 
which are not all that they seem; 
be careful. 

Cancer: (June 22 - July 23) 

Stick to routine matters and get 
as much accomplished as possible 
with minimal fuss. People both at 
home and at work will appreciate 
your diligence and efficiency. 
Draw on your intelligence and use 
your charm to get to the heart of 


port from higher ups than you 
realize. Diverse trends favor your 
money activities, but don’t be 
tempted to throw away advantages 
you’ve gained to obtain instant 
profits. Don’t try to please every- 
one. 

Capricorn: (Dec. 22 - Jan. 
20) 

Try to complete unfinished 
odds and ends at work by mid- 
week, when personal interests will 
take over. Cooperation from others 
is scarce, so no matter what you 
do, there will probably be a bit of 


29. Work unit 

30. Has a snack 

32. Five-iron 

33. Like most prison 
cells 

35. James Joyce's 
Ireland 

36. Despise a 1954 
Mary Martin musical 
39. Talk a lot 

41. Keith Haring 
work, e.g. 

42. Compose a sec- 
ond draft, say 


copyright, 2001, David Levinson Wilk 


things. You’ll need help from oth- trouble. Your financial picture is 45. _bene 5. Turn in the road 36. de fois gras 
ers. becoming rather rosy. 46. Nutritional std. 6. At all 37. Pro 
Leo: (July 24- Aug. 23) Aquarius: (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19) 49. Kind of offer 7. Piece next to a knight 38. Youthful indiscretions 


Your creative juices are flow- 
ing in all directions, and positive- 
ly affecting everything you do. 
Your heightened creativity and 


This week could be rather hec- 
tic, and you have the tendency to 
overdo it, so at least try to pace 
yourself. Try not to overspend, 


51. Oil carriers 


53. Jimmy Dorsey's "Maria 


55. They're rich in vitamin C 


8. 1982 Lionel Richie hit 
9. Some balloon contents 
10. "Park it!" 

11. Feller in a forest 


39. 
40. 
43. 
44. 


Sis' sib 

Spy novelist Deighton 
Stack 

Does an editor's job 


inventiveness will add another because coming up short will be 56. Adore a 1981 Brooke 12. Louis XIV, e.g. 46. Started over on a tapestry 
dimension to your work. Instead tougher to work your way out of. Shields movie 13. Pantry raider 47. Motivated 
of forging ahead on your own, it’s Your pleasing manner and attrac- 61. Help in a heist 18. Sea dividing Greece and 48. Make a point 
best to enlist the help of others tiveness will be assets in dealing 62. One of the Allman Brothers Italy 50. Provide (with) 
close to you. with the public. 63. "Your turn." to a cber 19. E. : ; 
4 : . > . Early Peruvian 52. Amounts equal to 2.2046 
Virgo: (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23) Pisces: (Feb. 20 - March ae 64. Including 73 Wyatt Ae aie, vets q 
Be extra cautious in communi- Business activities may be a Esacmne of E ; ve F 
Be a an 8d onak Anon - One of tive 24. Throat condition 54. Conservative Keyes 


arguing and using a take charge 


bit disappointing; perhaps your 
expectations are exceeding possi- 


66. In the mail 


26. Slicing request 


56. 


J.D.'s line of work 


attitude, for this is definitely a bilities. If you are getting the feel- D 27. It's mostly nitrogen 57. Kimono sash 
joint venture. There may be a_ ing that someone is undermining ee isell : 28. Society page word 58. Fido fixer 
problem at work with a new co- you on the job, you could be right. HASSE C Ne Ca 31. Placed atop 59. Printing measurements 


worker, so rise above resentments 
and reach for a new status through 
hard work. 


Do some investigating on your 
own, and don’t overreact. 


2. Hang around 
33 do 


4. "Jane Eyre" girl Varens 


33. They'll fall out before your 
hair does 
34. Train station 


60. 


Get the picture 


Answers, Page 13 
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Beatles guitarist 
Harrison dies at 58 


By ADAM CARTER 
Contributing Reporter 


George Harrison, ex-Beatles gui- 
tarist whose work touched nations, 
died at a friend’s house in Los 
Angeles Nov. 29. He was 58 years 
old. He is survived by his wife, 
Olivia, and his son, Dhani, 24. 

According to the Harrison fami- 
ly, George often said “Everything 
else can wait but the search for God 
cannot wait, and love one another.” 

Aclose friend told the Associated 
Press that he died as he lived, fearless 
of death and conscious of God. 

Harrison disclosed his battle 
with throat cancer to the public in 
1998, saying, “It’s a reminder that 
anything can happen.” Remarkably, 
the following year he survived an 
assault in his home in which he suf- 
fered several stab wounds. 

Paul McCartney, one of the two 
remaining Beatles, said, “I am devas- 
tated and very, very sad. He was a 
lovely guy and a very brave man and 
had a wonderful sense of humor.” 


A private ceremony for relatives 
and close friends has already been 
held. Whether there will be a public 
ceremony is still uncertain. 

Influenced by the likes of Chuck 
Berry and Carl Perkins, Harrison 
provided guitar work that was essen- 
tial to the band. Considered the quiet 
one of the group, he wasn’t noticed 
as much as the Lennon-McCartney 
songwriting team. However, he did 
write such classics as “Here Comes 
the Sun” and “Something.” He even 
taught Lennon how to play guitar. 

Though it is a sad loss, it cannot 
be said that the man did not live a full 
life. He worked on many ground- 
breaking albums with the Beatles 
and played shows in front of thou- 
sands upon thousands of screaming 
fans. 

He sought God and felt fully 
conscious of a divine presence in the 
world. He married and had a son. In 
short, the man knew success. 

It is a time for mourning, but also 
a time to celebrate a man’s work that 
had such a significant impact on the 
music world and hearts of millions. 
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WELL... WE SNORT 
IN DISGUST. 


Oprah picks new author for book 
club, and this one is grateful 


NEW YORK (AP) Oprah Winfrey 
has made her first book club pick since 
her ill-fated selection of Jonathan 
Franzen’s “The Corrections.” And she 
is positive that the latest writer, 
Rohinton Mistry, is happy about it. 

“You know I’ve had my author 
problems this month,” Winfrey said on 
her TV show, announcing that she had 
chosen Mistry’s “A Fine Balance,” a 
novel published in 1996. 

“So I said to this author when I 
called up, the first thing I said was, 
‘Do you want it? Do you want to come 


Dec. 12 in F-Building 


Seasonal Celebration and 
Children’s Holiday Party 


Seasonal 


Celebration 11 


a.m.-l p.m. 


Food, music and 
fun! 


Children’s 


Holiday Party 


3 - 5 p.m. 


*All children 
must be accompa- 
nied by an adult. 


Sponsored by NECC Student Activities & Orientation Department 


to dinner? Do you want the label on 
your book?’ And he said, “Yes, very 
much, very much.’” 

In a telephone interview from his 
home in Toronto, Mistry said he was 
“surprised and delighted” to learn 
Winfrey had chosen his novel, 
although he acknowledged that he did 
not watch her show and had not 
thought much about her club. 

“I write and I have no time for 
daytime television, but I am familiar 
with her and with her show,” said 
Mistry, 49, a Bombay native who emi- 
grated to Canada in 1975. 

“To be quite honest, I 
know very little about her 
book club.” 

Since making her first 
selection, five years ago, 
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Winfrey has been on a crusade to get 
more people reading and talking about 
books. But September's announce- 
ment of “The Corrections” led to some 
very unexpected attention. 

Confessing that he was “conflict- 
ed” about being picked, Franzen com- 
plained in interviews about having the 
book club logo on his novel and wor- 
ried about his place in the “high-art lit- 
erary tradition.” Winfrey responded by 
canceling the dinner she throws for her 
chosen author, and he was labeled “an 
elitist” by a few fellow writers. 

Still, about 900,000 copies of his 
novel are in print, thanks largely to 
Winfrey. Her endorsement virtually 
guarantees hundreds of thousands of 
sales, even when business is otherwise 
slow. 


See puzzle, page 12 
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New England Sports Corner 


Patriots: When Belichick was asked, “Do 
you feel that your players for the most part 
have dealt with the distractions from [Andy] 
Katzenmoyer, to Coach Rehbein, Glenn, the 
quarterback thing, there has been a lot of extra 
stuff that we go down and ask them about...” 
Belichick replied, “You ask them about all of 
those things? I think overall the team has been 
a pretty hard working and diligent team the 
whole year going all the way back to the off 
season program. I think they have tried to keep 
their eye on the target and focus on what they 
individually or as a unit have to do and control 
the things that they can control and not worry 
too much about the things that they can’t con- 
trol. I think overall they have done a reasonably 
good job of that. It certainly has been, we have 
had a number of situations come up that you 
mentioned that we have had to deal with in one 
way or another. 


Red Sox: The Boston chapter of the 
Baseball Writers’ Association of America has 
named Red Sox outfielder Trot Nixon winner 
of the Thomas A. Yawkey Award as the team’s 
Most Valuable Player in 2001. Nixon, who 
played both right and center field this past sea- 
son, posted the best offensive numbers of his 
career, batting .280 with 27 homers, 31 doubles 
and 88 RBIs in a team-leading 148 games. The 
27-year-old native of Wilmington, N.C. edged 
out slugger Manny Ramirez for MVP honors. 
Nixon is expected to receive the award at the 


63rd Annual Boston Baseball Writers dinner on 
Thursday, Jan. 10, 2002. 


Celtics: The Boston Celtics announced 
today that they have signed free agent Erick 
Strickland. Strickland, a 6-3, 218-pound guard, 
is a five-year NBA veteran. The team also 
announced that it has placed Joseph Forte on 
the injured list with lower back spasms. After a 
standout career at the University of Nebraska, 
he played with the Oklahoma City Cavalry and 
Quad City Thunder of the CBA in 1996. He 
was then signed by the Dallas Mavericks as a 
free agent prior to the start of the 1996-97 sea- 
sons. Strickland spent the following four sea- 
sons with Dallas, playing in 196 games and 
averaging 9.8 points, 2.6 assists and 3.4 
rebounds per game. His best season came in 
1999-00, when he averaged 12.8 points and 4.8 
rebounds over 68 games. 


Bruins: The Bruins are excited to announce 
that four team members including Billy Guerin, 
Byron Dafoe, Sergei Samsonov and Jozef 
Stumpel have been included on this season’s 
NHL All-Star ballots. You can vote for all four 
players and also write in any other Bruins you 
think deserve a spot on the team. This season’s 
All-Star Game, the 52nd in league history, is 
being played at the Staples Center in Los 
Angeles, CA on Feb. 2. 


* Al information is taken from offical team 
Web sites. 
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I think overall the team has been a pretty hard working 
and diligent team the whole year going all the way back 


to the off season program. 


—Coach Belichick 
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Cross country 
comes within one 


NECC takes on 
tough competition 
with best effort 


By JAMIE Roy 
Sports Editor 


NECC. men’s cross-country 
team lost in the New England 
regionals by one point. The 
Community College of Rhode 
Island won the meet. Conditions at 
race time were 48 
degrees with a brisk 
wind. The course dis- 
tance was 8,000 meters 
with 2400-meter hill 
loops on the course. 

Larry Fowl placed 

second with a time of 
28:37, a two-minute 
improvement from the 
Oct. 6 meet. Tony 
Taurasi placed fifth 
with a time of 30:16. 
Coach Caputo stated, 
“CCRI ran a great meet 
today. We knew it was 
going to be tough to 
beat them at home. 
Hopefully, next week 
will avenge this loss at 
districts.” 

The following meet 
was the NJCAA district 
meets and was held at 
Hunlock Creek, Pa., 
and hosted by Luzume 
Community College. It 
was a sunny day, 62 
degrees with a light 
breeze and an extreme- 
ly challenging course. 

The results were 

Nassau, N.Y., 68, Gloucester, NJ 89, 
Community College Rhode Island 
92, and NECC 96. Fourteen schools 
competed with others sending indi- 
viduals. 

Joe Martinez was in 27th place 
when he fell with 500 meters to go. 


It resulted in the team placing 4th 
instead of challenging for the meet 
championship. Junior Leal had an 
outstanding day placing 36 with a 
time of 33:38. Larry Fowle placed 
third with a time of 27:30, Tony 
Taurasi placed 15th with a time of 
29:27, Freddy Gibbs placed 24th 
with a time of 31:12, Charlie Silva 
placed 25th with a time of 31:15. 
“This was a winnable champi- 
onship,” Caputo said. “It is difficult 
that this one slipped away. 
Fortunately, Larry had a superb day, 
our middle runners took care of 
business and Junior was able finish 


well and have a personal best race.” 

The team’s last meet is the 
National Divisional Iff Junior 
College cross-country 
Championship in San San Antonio, 
Texas hosted by Palo Alto 
Community college. 


—— 
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By JASON GAFF 
Contributing Reporter 


Starting off the season 5-2, the 
Celtics look to bring back a dynasty 
that was possibly the greatest ever in 
sports. 

The Celtics hope to do something 
that they have not been able to do in 
the recent years, make the playoffs. 
The youngest team in the NBA is 
undergoing a huge maturing stage, 
which is turning them into a contend- 
ing, respectable team. 

The difference between last sea- 
son and this season is like night and 
day. For starters, Antoine Walker has 
become a team player. He doesn’t 
feel like he has to carry the load all 
the time. This has resulted in him 
averaging almost a triple double so 
far this season. 

Walker is simply playing like an 
all-star. He’s doing it all this season, 
scoring, rebounding, and passing. If 
he keeps up this consistent play, he 
will be a NBA most improved candi- 
date for sure. 

The rookie Joe Johnson has been 
huge for the Celtics. What used to be 
a two-man team last season has got- 
ten a helping hand. 

The Celtics, whose biggest prob- 
lem was finishing in the fourth quar- 
ter, now has Johnson who has been 
just taking control of in the game in 
the fourth, and helping the Celtics 
finish off their opponents. The well- 
rounded rookie has stepped up being 
and elevated the Boston Celtics to a 
whole new level, and made a huge 
statement so far as a rookie. 

The best thing about last year’s 
Celtics is still here. Paul Pierce is 
having another fantastic season so 
far. His explosive offense and consis- 
tent defense is back, and is getting 
better. 

Pierce always finds a way to ele- 


Sept. 20 vs. Lesley College 

3-0 (30-19, 30-8, 30-24) 

Sept. 22 vs. Mitchell College 

0 - 2 (25-30, 13-30) 

Sept. 22 vs. Nassau Community 
College 

0-2 (15-30, 16-30) 

Sept. 29 vs. Mitchell College 

0-2 (21-30, 17-30) 

Sept. 29 vs. Western New England 
Cole 

0-2 (21-30, 22-30) 

Oct. 2 vs. Holyoke Community 
College 

3-0 (32-30, 30-28, 30-13) 

Oct. 4 vs. Mass Bay Community 
College 

3-0 (30-27, 30-24, 30-27) 

Oct. 9 vs. Dean College 

0-3 (23-30, 23-30, 18- 30) 

Oct. 13 vs. Mass Bay 

0 - 2 (19 - 30, 21 - 30) 

Oct. 13 vs. Holyoke Community 
College 

2-0 (30-20, 30-19) 
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Courtesy of www.celtics.com 


Celtics rookie Joe Johnson has been a huge addition to the team. 


vate his game to the situation, mak- 
ing him a key player, and a vital part 
of the Celtics’ line-up. 

The Celtics now look like they 
have what it takes to go to the play- 
off and be a force. No team should 
take them lightly. This young team is 
capable of putting away any team 
they face. 


The Celtics now have the struc- 
ture of a good basketball team. Now 
all they have to do is refine and bring 
in a couple of key players and they 
will be unstoppable. 

They’re off to a fantastic start, 
and look to be taking a step in 
becoming the new Celtics dynasty. 


NAME Pts 
Berlin Almonte (1) 10 
Crystal Clegg (F) 38 


Amanda Ducharme (F) 21 
Laura Fallavollita (F) 35 


Julianna Garcia (2) 0 
Jade Parker (C)3 15 
Jamie Potter (F) 17 


NAME 

Jay Savant (grd) 

Chris Buchikos (cntr) 
Bryon Camacho (grd) 
Tom Dastros (grd) 
Michael Donovan (grd) 
Jose Flores (fwd) 
Mike Isola (grd) 

Fabio Matias (cntr) 
Akil Mondesir (fwd) 
Trieu Nguyen (grd) 
Corey Pebbler (fwd) 
Nathan Proulx (grd) 
Elvin Reynoso (fwd) 
Tuamana Ruhaka (grd) 
Paul Terrizzi (fwd) 


Asst Reb Steals 
1 6 1 
16 if 0 
0 8 1 
3 20 6 
0) 1 1 
1 18 2 
1 9 2 
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Steve Baddour Michael Costello Graydon McCormick James Rurak Paul Tirone 


One of these men will represent us 


The Eagle-Tribune's Al White and the NECC Observer s 
Gayle Simone posed questions for the Senate hopefuls. 


President David Hartleb makes opening comments at the senate debate as (from left) 
candidate Paul Tirone, Steve Lambert, editor of The Eagle-Tribune, Dana Esmel of 
WCCM and Al White of The Eagle-Tribune look on. 


The debate will air Dec. 6 at 7 p.m. on Haverhill community television, which 


covered the event. 


